Media release
Defibrillators can save lives – tell us if you have one!
Ambulance Service appeal for people to register their defibrillators
Wednesday 25 April 2012

Automated External Defibrillators (AED) can help people to save lives and East Midlands Ambulance
Service is appealing to organisations and community groups to make sure they have reported the
availability of the life saver to the service.
The machine is used to deliver an electric shock to the heart when someone has gone into cardiac
arrest. Ambulance crews and community first responders are trained to use them to help save lives,
but with guidance from an ambulance control call taker and the audio instructions put out by the
defibrillator, a member of public can use the equipment in an emergency whilst the ambulance crew
travels to the scene.
Pete Winson, East Midlands Ambulance Service Community Defibrillator Officer said: “We’re working
with the British Heart Foundation and National Defibrillator Programme to map the location and
availability of defibrillators in Derbyshire. We know that some community groups and organisations
have held fundraising initiatives and purchased defibrillators but some may not have remembered to
tell us. We need to know so that if we receive a 999 call from the area, we can tell the caller there is a
defibrillator nearby and treatment can begin. Knowing the location of all defibrillators in the county will
help save more lives.”
Currently EMAS has the location of 15 static AED sites within Derbyshire.
Organisations and community groups who have access to a defibrillator in Derbyshire are asked to
send full contact details including a contact name, location and address with postcode of the
defibrillator, to Pete Winson via email peter.winson@emas.nhs.uk
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Notes
1. East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust (EMAS) provides emergency 999, urgent care and patient
transport services for the 4.8 million people within Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Rutland, Lincolnshire
(including North and North East Lincolnshire), Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire.
2. We employ over 3,500 staff at more than 70 locations, including two control rooms at Nottingham and
Lincoln, with the largest staff group being our accident and emergency 999 crews. Our overall annual budget
is £158 million.
3. We operate a fleet of around 850 vehicles, including emergency ambulances, patient transport vehicles and
fast response cars.
4. Every day we receive around 2,000 calls from members of the public calling 999 - this is the equivalent of
receiving a 999 call every 45 seconds of every day. Our accident and emergency crews respond to over
670,000 emergency calls every year.
5. Our Patient Transport Service (PTS) and volunteer ambulance car drivers provide care and transport on
over 5,000 journeys to and from routine health appointments each day.
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